Christian Worldview Devotional

written by TM Moore
God has called us to relationships of devoted love, expressed in mutual service and edification. This week let’s think about what this requires of us.

Day 1: The Greatest of These
Pray:
“Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion” (Psalm 84:5).

Read:

1 Corinthians 13

Meditate:
If I had to rate myself, on a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being the highest rating), on each of the terms Paul uses to explain what love is, how would I do? What areas especially do I seem to need some work on?


Typically, do I reach out to others with the love of Jesus, or do I wait for others to reach out to me? What does love require of me? Why?


Why is love “the greatest of these”?

Journal:
I need to take the initiative in loving others. So today…

Pray:
“O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob!” (Psalm 84:8)

Day 2: Committed to Serving
Pray:
“As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight” (Psalm 16:3).

Read:
John 13:1-15

Meditate:
Why did the disciples not take up the task of washing one another’s feet? Am I more like them or more like Jesus?


I won’t be washing anyone’s feet today, but what can I learn from the example of Jesus about serving others? What kinds of needs do  they have?


What would I most like someone to do for me? What does the “Golden Rule” require? How can I put that into practice?

Journal:
Jesus needed a towel and a basin to serve the needs before Him. If I’m going to serve the needs of those around me today, I’ll need…

Pray:
“I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken” (Psalm 16:8).

Day 3: Encouraging Others
Pray:
“I love you, O LORD, my strength” (Psalm 18:1).

Read:
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Meditate:
The Lord is coming back soon, even though we don’t know when. What should I be doing in the meantime (vv. 6, 8, 11)?  


How can I encourage others to “be sober” and to “put on the breastplate of faith”? How would this help to build them up in the Lord?


What’s keeping me from being more of an encourager to my fellow Christians?

Journal:
To “encourage” is to “instill courage in.”; that’s what I want to be known as, an encourager. So today…

Pray:
“This God – his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him” (Psalm 18:30).

Day 4: Watch That Tongue!

Pray:
“Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!” (Psalm 141:3)

Read:
James 3:1-12

Meditate:
Why does the tongue have so much power? Does my tongue send out any burning stings or poisonous words? Like what?


Why is it so hard to “tame” the tongue? Does the culture in which I travel encourage me to use my tongue in a godly or ungodly manner?


What does it mean for the tongue to be a “blessing”? How can I make my tongue more of a blessing to others?

Journal:
I think I need to be more careful about how I use my tongue. I want to build others up and encourage them, not “burn” or “poison” them with my words. So today…

Pray:
“Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds…” (Psalm 141:4).

Day 5: To Comfort Others
Pray:
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want…” (Psalm 23:1)

Read:
2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Meditate:
How has God comforted me lately? Has He used someone else to comfort – or encourage – me? How?


What is God trying to make me able to do (v. 4)? Am I willing to do that? Do I know anyone who needs that from me? Who?


Do I ever “suffer” because of my faith in Jesus? If I did, where would I turn for comfort? Do those around me ever suffer for Him? Would they turn to me for comfort if they did?

Journal:
But what does it take to comfort others, or to encourage them? I need to find out. Today, I’m going to ask and then…
Pray:
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).
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