Christian Worldview Devotional

written by TM Moore
As followers of Jesus we are also called to lead others to the truth that can set them free.  You may regard yourself as a follower, but God may also be looking to you to lead others.  What can we learn about leadership in order to be more effective in the opportunities the Lord presents to us?

Day 1: Lead From Experience
Pray:
“Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your way with those who love your name” (Ps. 119:132).

Read:

John 1:35-51

Meditate:
What’s with Andrew and Philip leading Peter and Nathanael?  How much did they know about Him?  What made them do this?

They weren’t theologians; they didn’t know all the answers.  What did they know?  What do I know?  Is it enough to lead someone else to Jesus?  Why?

Andrew and Philip had this much going for them: they had experienced something – Someone – they wanted their friends to meet.  Can I say the same? 
Journal:
Am I missing something.  I know Jesus, and He’s changing my life.  But am I leading others to Him?  For instance, consider these people I see every week: ______________________________________ 

How might I begin to reach out to them and lead them to Jesus?

Pray:
“O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise” (Ps. 51:15).

Day 2: The Essential Component
Pray: 
“One thing I have asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple” (Ps. 27:4).

Read:

Acts 4:1-20

Meditate:
Peter and John were the leaders of the first Christian community.  Why were they in trouble (see Acts 3)?  Do Christ followers need to be prepared for such risks? Why?

How would I describe Peter’s and John’s composure before these angry rulers? What is the one qualification for leadership mentioned in this passage (v. 13)?  What did that involve?

Should anybody expect to be an effective leader who doesn’t spend time with Jesus?  Why or why not?  What did being with Jesus do for Peter and John?  What could it do for me?

Journal:
As a Christ follower, I need to spend time with Jesus, like Peter and John did.  I’m already doing that to some extent, but it’s clear that my priorities may need to be shifted, so…

Pray:

May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you (Ps. 25:21).

Day 3: Made, not Born
Pray:
“Let everyone who is godly off prayer to you at a time when you may be found” (Ps. 32:6).

Read:

Psalm 18:16-24

Meditate:
Here in this, his “testimony psalm”, David is recalling all the Lord did to bring for him.  With how much of David’s experience can I identify?  How about what he describes in vv. 16-19?  Have I experienced this in my life?

How did David occupy himself following the Lord’s rescue (vv. 20-22)?  Can I say the same thing?  
David’s calling to lead Israel came after much testing.  He saw it as God’s reward of his faithfulness (vv. 23, 24).  What is God calling me to be faithful in at this time?  Does it seem a little thing?  But is it important?  If I’m faithful in this, might not the Lord use it to help prepare me for greater things?

Journal:
What if God is preparing me right now for the future.  Am I paying attention to what He wants me to be doing right now?  Can I say the kinds of things David did?  Are there areas in which I’m not paying attention to what God may be calling me to do?  I think I need to…

Pray:
“I will thank you forever, because you have done it.  I will wait for your name, for it is good, in the presence of the godly” (Ps. 52:9).

Day 4: Step into the Gap
Pray:
“I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more” (Ps. 71:14).

Read:

Daniel 2:1-24

Meditate:
What seems to have motivated Daniel to step forward and take the lead in this desperate situation?  Was he concerned only for himself?

Daniel turned in two directions for help in stepping out (vv. 17, 18).  How do I typically respond to crises?  Pressing needs?  If I were going to respond like Daniel, to whom would I turn for help?

Where does this kind of courage come from?  You can’t fabricate this “on the spot”; it needs to be built up over time.  Am I building myself up to show this kind of courage in the face of a need?  Do I need to be doing anything different?

Journal:
I may be asked to step out of my comfort zone as I follow Christ. Knowing this, I…

Pray:

“Blessed are those whose strength is in you…”(Ps. 84:5).

Day 5: Generations Working Together
Pray:
“I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; therefore nations will praise you forever and ever” (Ps. 45:17).

Read:

2 Timothy 2:1-7

Meditate:
Paul’s ministry was coming to its end.  He had passed the baton of leadership to Timothy.  What was he urging Timothy to do in v. 2?  Am I doing this?

Verses 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 list some essential qualities of Christ followers.  What are they?  How many of these do I see in my own life?

Am I ready to step into a leadership role for my generation?  What am I doing to help make sure there will be leaders when my work is done?

Journal:
I need to think about encouraging and equipping others for leadership after me, because…

Pray:
“You, O LORD, are enthroned forever; you are remembered throughout all generations” (Ps. 102:12).
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