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is it relevant to us today? The Bible answers the questions of life that both skeptics 
and believers want and need to know. If the Bible is true, then these questions will 
not only give us hope and courage to live life to the full but also it will give us a voice 
to speak truth and hope to those who have yet to know Jesus. What does God have 
to say about the truth and purpose of the Bible?

1. “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
andand training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

2. “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of scripture came about by
the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit”
(2Peter 1:20-21).
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The Massoretes edited and standardized the Hebrew text, adding vowel points to 
insure proper pronunciation. They went to extremes to make sure that the 
manuscripts were copied without error.

Needless to say, the Bible passed this test with highest standards!

The scribes were to copy nothing from memory.

The space between every consonant could be no more than the width of a
thread.

The breadth between every section must be the same as that of nine 
consonants.

Between every book was the width of three lines.

The The Pentateuch must terminate exactly with a line.

Copyists were required to sit in full Jewish dress. 

They meticulously copied the text only one letter at a time and had to say the
word out loud, say each letter and then write it down one at a time. 
(t-t; h-h; ee; etc…).

They meticulously copied the text only one letter at a time.

They counted the number of times each letter of the alphabet occurred in 
each book.

If moIf more than three mistakes existed in a manuscript, it was destroyed.
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Bruce Metzger observes: “In the entire range of ancient Greek and Latin 
litera-ture, the Iliad ranks next to the New Testament in possessing the greatest 
amount of manuscript testimony.”

As Floyd McElveen has observed in, “God’s Word, Final, Infallible and Forever”,  that 
even if someone deliberately or by accident emended or corrupted a manuscript, it 
would be corrected by the many other manuscripts available. To sum it up: unless 
we want to throw a blanket over all of history and say that there is nothing knowable 
about the past, no history that can be trusted, no Grecian or Roman history, no 
Aristotle or Plato or Socrates, we had better not make any claims against the 
historicity and accuracy of the New Testament. The New Testament documents are 
farfar more numerous, older, demonstrably more accurate historically, and have been 
examined by a far greater battery of scholars, both friend and foe, than all the other 
ancient manuscripts put together. They too have met the test impeccably!
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3.HE WAS TO ENTER JERUSALEM ON A DONKEY Prophecy: “Rejoice greatly, 0 
Daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, 0 daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 
is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salva-tion, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9, NAS) 520 BC 
Fulfillment: “And they brought it to Jesus, and they threw their garments on the 
colt, and put Jesus on it. And as He was going, they were spreading their 
garments in the road.” (Matthew 21:6-11; Luke 19:35-36, NAS)

4.BETR4.BETRAYED BY A FRIEND Prophecy: “Even my close friend in whom I trusted, 
who ate my bread has lifted up his heel against me.” (Psalm 41:9, 55:12-14, 
NAS) 300 BC Fulfillment: Judas Iscariot was the one who betrayed Him. 
(Matthew10:4, 26:49-50, NAS) 

5.SOLD5.SOLD FOR 30 PIECES OF SILVER  Prophe-cy: “And I said to them, ‘If it is good 
in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, nev-er mind!’ So they weighed out 
thirty shekels of silver as my wages.” (Zechariah 11:12, NAS) 520 BC 
Fulfillment: Judas Iscariot asked the price of betrayal, and “they weighed out to 
him thirty pieces of silver.” (Matthew 26:15, 27:3, NAS)

6.MONEY6.MONEY TO BE THROWN IN GOD’S HOUSE Prophecy: “So I took the thirty 
shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the house of the Lord.” 
(Zechariah 11:13b, NAS) 520 BC Fulfillment: “And he threw the pieces of silver 
into the sanctuary and departedMatthew 27:5a, NAS). And they counseled 
together and with the money bought the Potter’s field as a burial place for 
strangers.” (Matthew 27:7, NAS)

7.DUMB7.DUMB BEFORE ACCUSERS Prophecy: “He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7, NAS) 700 BC Fulfillment: 
“And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no 
answer.” (Matthew 27:12, NAS)

8.HANDS AND FEET PIERCED Prophecy: They pierced my hands and my feet. 
(Psalm 22:16; Isaiah 53:5, NAS) 520 BC Fulfillment: “And when they came to the 
place called the Skull, there they crucified Him.” (Luke 23:33, NAS)
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The Mathematical Probabilities of Jesus Fulfilling Prophecy:

PPeter Stoner has said in Science Speaks  that by using the modern science of 
proba5-bility in reference to the eight prophecies listed above: ...we find that the 
chance that any man might have lived down to the present time and fulfilled all 
eight prophecies is 1 in 1017 (or 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000). Let us try to visualize 
this chance...Suppose we take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. 
They will cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars 
and stir the whole mass thor-oughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him 
thatthat he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say 
that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just 
the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight 
prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from their day to the 
present time, providing they wrote them in their own wisdom.

When Stoner considers forty eight prophecies, he says, “We find the chance that 
any one man fulfilled all forty-eight prophecies to be 1 in 10157.
Concept Model: None, bigger than we can grasp.

For anyone to fulfill forty eight biblical prophecies is scientifically absurd, and yet, 
the Bible reveals that Jesus did just that!  Anyone who rejects Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God is rejecting a fact proven more absolutely than any other fact in the 
world!
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Roman gambling dice
from the Holy land in the 1st. Century

Ossuary of Joseph Caiaphas:  High Priest 18-36 A.D. (Discovered 1990)






