
 The Four Deadly 

Questions! 

 
 Here’s a simple technique 

to use in any discussion, 

whether at coffee break or 

in a college classroom.  

Use it when your ideas are 

being attacked, or when 

you wish to point out an 

idea’s shortcomings.  

   

#1. What do you 

mean by that? 
The true weakness of an 

argument lay in the fuzzy 

definition of terms used.  

When someone makes a 

truth claim, always ask 

this question. 
 

#2. How do you 

know that is true? 
Surprisingly, most people 

believe things for which 

they have absolutely no 

evidence.  Try this 

question out on someone 

with strong opinions and 

be ready for a fascinating 

discussion! 
 

#3. Where do you 

get your 

information? 
When someone makes a 

radical claim, you should 

always ask detailed 

questions about how they 

know what they know.  

Before long you will get 

to the end of their 

knowledge, and will be on 

even terms in the 

discussion. 
 

#4. What happens if 

you are wrong? 
It is one thing to claim a 

belief and yet another to 

stake your life on it.  The 

most important question 

that can be asked in life is, 

“Where do you go when 

you die, and what happens 

if you are wrong?” 
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